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According to Bertman, just as an individual needs memories to maintain a sense of personal identity, so does
a nation need them in order to survive. Like Alzheimer victims, however, today's Americans are rapidly
losing a consciousness of history, and with it, a sense of national identity and direction.

Sixty percent of adult Americans don't know the name of the president who ordered the dropping of the first
atomic bomb, 42% of college seniors can't place the Civil War in the right half-century, and 24% think
Columbus discovered America in the 1500s. Meanwhile, more American teenagers can name the Three
Stooges than the three branches of the federal government.

Applying the metaphor of Alzheimer's disease to our national state of mind, Bertman offers a chilling
prognosis for our country's future unless radical steps for recovery are taken. He offers psychological
insights into the nature of memory with perspectives on the meaning and future of democracy. With
compelling evidence, the book demonstrates that cultural amnesia, like Alzheimer's disease, is an insidiously
progressive and debilitating illness that is eating away at America's soul. Rather than superficially blaming
memory loss on a failed educational system, Bertman looks beyond the classroom to the larger social forces
that conspire to alienate Americans from their past: a materialistic creed that celebrates transience and
disposability, and an electronic faith that worships the present to the exclusion of all other dimensions of
time.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the
Crisis of Memory.

John Smithers:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of
Memory ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of
Memory is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Cultural
Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of Memory. You never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Terry McConnell:

The reserve with title Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of Memory has a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Teresa Obannon:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of Memory.
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