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In October 2001, NATO forces invaded Afghanistan. Their initial aim, to topple the Taliban regime and
replace it with a more democratic government aligned to Western interests, was swiftly achieved. However,
stabilizing the country in the ensuing years has proven much more difficult. Despite billions of dollars in aid
and military expenditure, Afghanistan remains a nation riddled with warlords, the world's major heroin
producer, and the site of a seemingly endless conflict between Islamist militants and NATO forces.

In this timely and important book, Tim Bird and Alex Marshall offer a panoramic view of international
involvement in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2011. Tackling the subject matter as a whole, Bird and Marshall
weave together analysis of military strategy, regional context, aid policy, the Afghan government, and the
many disagreements between and within the Western powers involved in the intervention. Given the
complicating factors of the heroin trade, unwelcoming terrain, and precarious relations with Pakistan, the
authors acknowledge the ways in which Afghanistan has presented unique challenges for its foreign
invaders. Ultimately, however, they argue that the international community has failed in its self-imposed
effort to solve Afghanistan's problems and that there are broader lessons to be learned from their struggle,
particularly in terms of counterinsurgency and the ever-complicated work of "nation-building." The
overarching feature of the intervention, they argue, has been an absence of strategic clarity and coherence.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hale:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Afghanistan: How the West Lost Its Way ended up
being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Afghanistan: How the West Lost Its Way is not only giving you
much more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Afghanistan: How the
West Lost Its Way. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Christopher Henricks:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Afghanistan: How the West Lost Its Way your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The
Afghanistan: How the West Lost Its Way giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Donald Worsley:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Afghanistan: How the West Lost Its Way provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

David Perrin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Afghanistan: How the West Lost Its Way when you necessary it?
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