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In his bestselling book The Grapevine: A Report on the Secret World of the Lesbian (1965), Jess Stearn
announced that, contrary to the assumptions of many Americans, most lesbians appeared indistinguishable
from other women. They could mingle “congenially in conventional society.” Some were popular sex
symbols; some were married to unsuspecting husbands. Robert J. Corber contends that The Grapevine
exemplified a homophobic Cold War discourse that portrayed the femme as an invisible threat to the nation.
Underlying this panic was the widespread fear that college-educated women would reject marriage and
motherhood as aspirations, weakening the American family and compromising the nation’s ability to defeat
totalitarianism. Corber argues that Cold War homophobia transformed ideas about lesbianism in the United
States. In the early twentieth century, homophobic discourse had focused on gender identity: the lesbian was
a masculine woman. During the Cold War, the lesbian was reconceived as a woman attracted to other
women. Corber develops his argument by analyzing representations of lesbianism in Hollywood movies of
the 1950s and 1960s, and in the careers of some of the era’s biggest female stars. He examines treatments of
the femme in All About Eve, The Children’s Hour, and Marnie, and he explores the impact of Cold War
homophobia on the careers of Joan Crawford, Bette Davis, and Doris Day.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Borgen:

The guide with title Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Lorenzo McAvoy:

Typically the book Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Mary Banks:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Todd Robinson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Cold War Femme: Lesbianism, National Identity, and
Hollywood Cinema was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Cold War Femme:
Lesbianism, National Identity, and Hollywood Cinema has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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