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This book arose from a course of lectures given by the first author during the winter term 1977/1978 at the
University of Münster (West Germany). The course was primarily addressed to future high school teachers
of mathematics; it was not meant as a systematic introduction to number theory but rather as a historically
motivated invitation to the subject, designed to interest the audience in number-theoretical questions and
developments. This is also the objective of this book, which is certainly not meant to replace any of the
existing excellent texts in number theory. Our selection of topics and examples tries to show how, in the
historical development, the investigation of obvious or natural questions has led to more and more
comprehensive and profound theories, how again and again, surprising connections between seemingly
unrelated problems were discovered, and how the introduction of new methods and concepts led to the
solution of hitherto unassailable questions. All this means that we do not present the student with polished
proofs (which in turn are the fruit of a long historical development); rather, we try to show how these
theorems are the necessary consequences of natural questions. Two examples might illustrate our objectives.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Hawkins:

This From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of Numbers and Its Historical Development
(Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of Numbers and Its Historical Development
(Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory
of Numbers and Its Historical Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) can bring once you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of Numbers and Its
Historical Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) having good arrangement in word in addition
to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Goldman:

The experience that you get from From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of Numbers and Its
Historical Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of Numbers and Its Historical
Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of Numbers and
Its Historical Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) instantly.

Jimmy Putnam:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of Numbers and Its Historical
Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.



Theresa Braun:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory
of Numbers and Its Historical Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics) can give you a lot of pals
because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have From Fermat to Minkowski: Lectures on the Theory of
Numbers and Its Historical Development (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics).
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