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 A visit to Ankara, Turkey, would include a trip to Anitkabir, the burial site of Turkey’s founder and first
president, Ataturk. The massive stone building houses numerous sculptures and a large ceremonial plaza and
is surrounded by an elaborate park. Ataturk is far from the only former leader to be remembered by such
decorative means. Since the beginning of human history, societies have built tombs and mausoleums to
house the remains of people who changed the course of history. These grave sites exist not only as sites of
memory for different cultures, but also serve the political needs of subsequent regimes. Tracing the
development of the political burial places since the Bronze Age tumuli, Tombs of the Great Leaders explores
what attracts pilgrimages to these sites, how politics play out in these locations, how they convey meaning
and safeguard a person’s immortality, and how history is commemorated through these structures.
 
Looking in depth at tombs built in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, Gwendolyn Leick surveys the
history of these modern leaders, their deaths, and the creation of the mausoleums. She traverses the globe,
investigating the memorial sites of Communist leaders such as Lenin, Mao Zedong, Ho Chi Minh, and Kim
Il-Sung; Fascist rulers Franco and Mussolini; and founding fathers of new nations, including Ziaur Rahman
in Dhaka, Mohammed Ali Jinnah in Karachi, and Sun Yat-sen in Nanjing. Leick describes the experience of
visiting the sites, the responses they elicit, and the context in which they are viewed today. Combining
history, architecture, and travel writing, Tombs of the Great Leaders is a revealing study of the self-
perpetuation of politicians, despots, and dictators alike.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Morris:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Tombs of the Great
Leaders: A Contemporary Guide? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Blair Chappell:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Tombs of the Great Leaders: A
Contemporary Guide book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Deanna Marcantel:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Tombs of the Great Leaders: A Contemporary Guide can be good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Harold Esparza:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Tombs of the Great
Leaders: A Contemporary Guide.
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