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One thousand years ago al-Muqaddasi, "the man from Jerusalem", wrote in Arabic an epic geographical
treatise, which is also a great work of literature. This treatise was based on some twenty years of experiences
undergone and observations noted in his survey of the realm of Islam, from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean.
Early in the second half of the nineteenth century the German orientalist, Aloys Sprenger, brought to the
attention of the West a manuscript of al-Muqaddasi's work. Sprenger's enthusiasm over the content of the
manuscript is reflected in his judgement that its author is the greatest geographer of all time; and this view is
shared by many scholars. The translation by Basil Anthony Collins published here is the first rendition into a
Western language of al-Muqaddasi's treatise. Al-Muqaddasi was born in the year 945 of the Common Era
(CE), which corresponds to the year 334 of the Islamic calendar (AH), and he died towards the close of the
millennium. Defining the area of his study as that where the presence of the religious and political
institutions of Islam dominated, he travelled throughout the regions observing, enquiring, researching,
corroborating, weighing and sifting evidence, taking notes and writing drafts. Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Ma'rifat
al-Aqalim, The Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions, was eventually published in 985CE/375AH,
and a revised edition was produced three years later.
 
Al-Muqaddasi attributes his motivation for travelling for twenty years, suffering hardships and writing about
his travels, to divine inspiration: the accomplishment would be pleasing to his Lord, and would give life to
his own memory. At the same time, the suggestion that he journeyed as an agent for the Fatimid regime in
Egypt cannot be dismissed. Whatever the reason for his travels, al-Muqaddasi shows himself to be a hardy,
intelligent, versatile, resourceful and well-informed man. He designed his book to appeal to a variety of
interests, and even to entertain. Yet, quite strikingly, his perspective on aspects of the geographical method
touches on concerns which have received greater attention only in more recent times. For example, his
ranking of settlements according to their functions is quite prescient, his use of maps in accord with modern
practice and his excursion into determinism based on toponymy is, to say the least, unusual. All in all, al-
Muqaddasi's work bespeaks an interested and interesting man, seeing his world through a frame of reference
derived from his deeply held religious belief, yet capable of making assessments with probity and common
sense, striving scrupulously to get at the truth of the matter as a true scientist.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Best Divisions
for Knowledge of the Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic
Civilization)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different
opinion?

Warren Johnson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions: Ahsan al-
Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization) had been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The reserve Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim (Great
Books of Islamic Civilization) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship with the book Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat
al-Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Robert Carroll:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions:
Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dorothea Profitt:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. By the book Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-
Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your



aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Best Divisions for Knowledge of the
Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization). You can more
appealing than now.
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