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Two dominant schools have emerged in twentieth-century American philosophy: scientific naturalism and
pragmatism. In this vibrant collection of hard-to-find essays, articles and contributions to books,
internationally-known philosopher, author and lecturer Paul Kurtz offers his own special blend of these
influential theories. With skill and clarity, Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic Naturalism captures
naturalism's dedication to scientific method and critical intelligence (which are so much a part of ordinary
life), and pragmatism's application of rational inquiry to the problems each of us face as individuals and as
social beings.

Part One focuses on "empirical metaphysics," a theory of nature grounded in the natural sciences and a
theory of human nature drawn from behavioral science.

Part Two defends a modified naturalistic ethic: ethical problems can be resolved by the thoughtful
employment of empirical methods and value judgments that have been tested in the trenches of human
conduct and proven themselves to have beneficial consequences. Rejecting subjectivitism and absolutism,
Kurtz argues for a form of objective relativism in which values are shaped and winnowed in the context of
everyday experiences.

Part Three contrasts pragmatic naturalism with two of its keenest critics, phenomenology and existentialistm,
both of which enjoyed considerable popularity in mid-century.

Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic Naturalism demonstrates Kurtz's unwaivering commitment to free
inquiry, his appreciation of pluralism and diversity, and his fervent belief that the scientific method and
critical intelligence that gave birth to pragmatic naturalism provide the foundations for a cosmic outlook and
an authentic ethical humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

With other case, little folks like to read book Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic Naturalism. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic Naturalism. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Julia Jenkins:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic Naturalism why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Steven Simon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic Naturalism was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Shirley Pedro:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic
Naturalism or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Philosophical Essays in Pragmatic Naturalism to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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