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Reconstructing Reality in the Courtroom explains what makes stories believable and how ordinary people
connect complex legal arguments and evidence presented in trials to assess guilt and innocence. The
explanation takes the core elements of narrative—the who, what, where, when, how, why—and shows how
average people who hear hundreds of stories every day use the connections between these elements to assess
credibility.

A series of simple experiments outside the courtroom provides evidence for the explanation, showing that
there is little relationship between the actual truth of a story and the degree to which the story is believed to
be true by an audience of random listeners not familiar with the teller. So, how do jurors make a particular
legal judgment? Based on courtroom observation, trial transcripts, and credibility experiments, Bennett and
Feldman create a method of diagramming stories that shows exactly what makes some stories more
believable than others. Prosecutors and defense attorneys can use this method of analyzing stories to weigh
the strategies and tactics available to them; scholars can use it to assess the process of legal judgment.

Now in its Second Edition, this much-cited resource adds a new preface by the authors, as well as new
forewords from divergent perspectives. From his experience in law practice, William S. Bailey notes that the
authors “adapt a broad structural framework of storytelling to the criminal trial context, making it come alive
in the dynamic real world courtroom environment.” Law-and-society scholar Anna-Maria Marshall writes
that the book’s “emphasis on storytelling will resonate with scholars studying legal consciousness, where
narrative plays an important theoretical and methodological role. ... This new edition will be a welcome
addition to the Law and Society community.”

"Reconstructing Reality in the Courtroom is as timely as it was when this classic was first published. Here
Bennett and Feldman provide great insight into the importance of storytelling as a basis of justice in
American criminal trials. It deserves very wide readership."
— Elizabeth F. Loftus
Distinguished Professor, University of California, Irvine
Author, Eyewitness Testimony (1996)

"This classic law and society study on the power of legal stories is a rich and compelling empirical analysis
of the dynamics of story construction in trials. The book remains an essential resource for law students,
litigators, academics, and any others who wish to understand the interpretive significance of the stories told
in the courtroom."
— Jeannine Bell
Professor of Law and Neizer Faculty Fellow,
Indiana University Maurer School of Law — Bloomington
Author, Hate Thy Neighbor (2013)

Part of the Classics of Law & Society Series from Quid Pro Books.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Reconstructing Reality in the
Courtroom: Justice and Judgment in American Culture book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Garth McDonald:

The knowledge that you get from Reconstructing Reality in the Courtroom: Justice and Judgment in
American Culture is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Reconstructing Reality in the
Courtroom: Justice and Judgment in American Culture giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular Reconstructing Reality in the Courtroom: Justice and Judgment in
American Culture instantly.

Marion Driskell:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Reconstructing Reality in the Courtroom: Justice and Judgment in American Culture.

Curtis Waters:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.



If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Reconstructing Reality in the Courtroom:
Justice and Judgment in American Culture can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.
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