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Roadblocks to Freedom considers the law of freedom suits and manumission from the point-of-view of legal
procedure, evidence rules, damage awards, and trial practice—in addition to the abstract principles stated in
the appellate decisions. The author shows that procedural and evidentiary roadblocks made it increasingly
impossible for many slaves, or free blacks who were wrongfully held as slaves, to litigate their freedom.
Even some of the most celebrated cases in which the courts freed slaves must be read as tempered by the
legal realities the actors faced or the courts actually recognized in the process.

Slave owners in almost all slave societies had the right to manumit or free all or some of their slaves. Slavery
law also permitted people to win their freedom if they were held as slaves contrary to law. Fede provides a
comprehensive view of how some enslaved litigants won their freedom in the court—and how many others,
like Dred and Harriet Scott, did not because of the substantive and procedural barriers that both judges and
legislators placed in the way of people held in slavery who sought their freedom in court.

From the 17th century to the Civil War, Southern governments built roadblock after roadblock to the
freedom sought by deserving enslaved people, even if this restricted the masters’ rights to free their slaves or
defied settled law. They increasingly prohibited all manumissions and added layers of procedure to those
seeking freedom—while eventually providing a streamlined process by which free blacks “voluntarily”
enslaved themselves and their children.

The author of People Without Rights: An Interpretation of the Law of Slavery in the United States South,
Fede now draws on his three decades of legal experience to take seriously the trial process and rules under
which slave cases were decided. He considers how slave owners, slaves, and lawyers caused legal change
from the bottom up, and in courts and legislatures. Fede further evaluates the U.S. pattern of legal change in
relation to developments in other slave societies, and he analyzes the rich materials of legal history in light of
their social, political, and religious contexts.

"Roadblocks to Freedom is a must read for anyone interested in the legal history of slavery in the American
South. Exhaustively researched, the study picks apart, categorizes, and contextualizes hundreds of cases and
statutes addressing the efforts and abilities of slaves to obtain their freedom and of masters to manumit those
they held in bondage. Fede’s comprehensive analysis is matched only by his careful attention to detail,
painting a deeply nuanced picture of the competing social, political, economic, and legal interests at play
when a slave’s potential for liberty was at stake."
— JASON A. GILLMER, Professor of Law and John J. Hemmingson Chair in Civil Liberties, Gonzaga
University

"Roadblocks to Freedom is the most comprehensive study of the law of manumission ever written. Fede has
examined and analyzed hundreds of cases and statutes from the antebellum South, and provided a coherent
framework for understanding the complex legal issues that arose when masters tried to voluntarily free their
slaves. This book provides a solid and important resource for all scholars in the field. All of us in the field
are indebted to Fede for this tremendous research and analysis."
— PAUL FINKELMAN, President William McKinley Distinguished Professor of Law, Albany Law School
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From reader reviews:

George Tucker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Roadblocks to Freedom: Slavery and
Manumission in the United States South as the daily resource information.

Pedro Gonzales:

Typically the book Roadblocks to Freedom: Slavery and Manumission in the United States South will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Roadblocks to
Freedom: Slavery and Manumission in the United States South is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Raymond Guajardo:

Beside this specific Roadblocks to Freedom: Slavery and Manumission in the United States South in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Roadblocks to Freedom: Slavery and Manumission in the United
States South because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!

Floyd Brown:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Roadblocks to Freedom: Slavery and
Manumission in the United States South to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Roadblocks to Freedom: Slavery and Manumission in
the United States South can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of these time.
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