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In 1798, a decade after the Founding Fathers created a nation based on the principles of liberty and equality,
Charles Brockden Brown, then an unknown Philadelphia writer, invented the American Gothic novel. His
first book, Wieland, is the story of a religious fanatic haunted by demonic voices instructing him to murder
his wife and children; in subsequent works, a young country bumpkin confronts the depravities of city
existence, an impecunious daughter becomes the erotic obsession of an insane egomaniacal rationalist, and a
sleepwalker awakes to—and participates in—the extremes of frontier savagery. How could a glorious age of
American history also give rise to the darkest of literary traditions, one that would inspire Edgar Allan Poe,
Stephen King, and many other best-selling American writers?

In Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic, Peter Kafer carefully unravels
the mystery of what compelled this pious Philadelphia Quaker to become fascinated with a peculiar form of
dark European imagery and transform it into something wholly American. In the new nation, Kafer notes,
there were no ancient monasteries, no haunted castles, no hierarchies of nobility to draw upon. Taking
inspiration instead from his pacifist family's persecution at the hands of the American Revolutionaries,
including the likes of Alexander Hamilton and John Adams, as well as from perverse expressions of
European-American Protestantism and the suppressed histories of his native Pennsylvania, Brockden Brown
wrote of the horrors that lurked below the triumphant veneer of the young American republic. In doing so, he
became the literary conscience of his generation.

Written with a witty and acutely critical eye, Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of
American Gothic illuminates the social and political influences on the nation's first professional novelist and
reveals the surprising origins of one of American literature's most popular and enduring genres.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and
the Birth of American Gothic is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Meagan Shaffer:

Beside this particular Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the
Birth of American Gothic because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Jared Hoskins:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Charles Brockden Brown's
Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic. You can more pleasing than now.

Emily Meredith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic when you required
it?
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