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Introduction Wilhelm Furtwängler was a renowned German conductor before, during and after the Third
Reich. He is still known today not least because of his ambiguous relationship with National Socialism. The
playwright Ronald Harwood wrote a play named Taking Sides about Furtwängler's denazification trial. The
title appeals to the audience to take sides rather than summing up the plot of the play. Harwood makes his
audience witness a dialogue of two contrasting perspectives: Furtwängler, on the one hand who is convinced
of his innocence, and on the other, there is American investigator Major Arnold whose aim is to prove
Furtwängler's guilt. In the end it is up to the audience to take sides (cf. Glaap 2003, p. 13). Questions the
playwright poses at his audience are: "Why did Furtwängler stay in Germany whereas many other artists
emigrated? (How) Did he manage to conduct the Berlin Philharmonic without making a deal with high-rank
Nazis? Did he make up for his guilt by helping some Jews to escape? Can Arnold be interpreted as advocate
of the Third Reich's victims? (cf. ibid.). This essay is not meant to finally expose the truth about
Furtwängler's guilt or innocence; other scholars have attempted to do that. Rather, my interest lies in
revealing if Harwood succeeded in creating a neutral play that appeals to the audience to take sides without
revealing his own personal opinion. With this working hypothesis I want to start by examining Harwood's
motivation to write the play. As a next step the importance of the setting will be examined. When analysing
Harwood's choice of characters and their function concerning their questioning or their support of
Furtwängler, I will also examine Furtwängler's role in the Third Reich as background information. By doi
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Sanchez:

The book Taking Sides in Ronald Harwood's Taking Sides can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Taking
Sides in Ronald Harwood's Taking Sides? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Taking Sides in Ronald Harwood's Taking Sides has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Kathy Donnelly:

This book untitled Taking Sides in Ronald Harwood's Taking Sides to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Brenda Luna:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Taking Sides in Ronald Harwood's Taking Sides was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Taking Sides in Ronald Harwood's Taking
Sides has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.

Julie Long:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Taking Sides in Ronald Harwood's Taking Sides. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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