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A fundamental component of Britain’s early success, naval impressment not only kept the Royal Navy
afloat?it helped to make an empire. In total numbers, impressed seamen were second only to enslaved
Africans as the largest group of forced laborers in the eighteenth century.

In The Evil Necessity, Denver Brunsman describes in vivid detail the experience of impressment for Atlantic
seafarers and their families. Brunsman reveals how forced service robbed approximately 250,000 mariners of
their livelihoods, and, not infrequently, their lives, while also devastating Atlantic seaport communities and
the loved ones who were left behind. Press gangs, consisting of a navy officer backed by sailors and
occasionally local toughs, often used violence or the threat of violence to supply the skilled manpower
necessary to establish and maintain British naval supremacy. Moreover, impressments helped to unite Britain
and its Atlantic coastal territories in a common system of maritime defense unmatched by any other
European empire.

Drawing on ships’ logs, merchants’ papers, personal letters and diaries, as well as engravings, political texts,
and sea ballads, Brunsman shows how ultimately the controversy over impressment contributed to the
American Revolution and served as a leading cause of the War of 1812.

Early American HistoriesWinner of the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an Outstanding Work of
Scholarship in Eighteenth-Century Studies
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century
Atlantic World (Early American Histories).

Carolyn Bailey:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Evil Necessity: British Naval
Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Harold Esparza:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Evil Necessity: British Naval
Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories) book since this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Jessica Harris:

Beside this specific The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic
World (Early American Histories) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Evil
Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this?
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