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The geologically ancient Tidewater region of southeastern Virginia and northeastern North Carolina rests
precariously atop millions of years of erosion from the nearby Appalachian Mountains. An immense wetland
at near sea level, it is host to every conceivable body of fresh water, ranging from brooding swamps and
large hidden lakes to sluggish blackwater rivers and brackish sounds (one of which was so large an early
explorer thought he had found the Pacific Ocean). In this engaging book, biologist and Tidewater native Roy
T. Sawyer delivers an ecohistory of this unique waterland whose wind-driven tides cover a rich human and
natural past.

Jutting prominently into the Atlantic, this wetland is the final stop for the warmth of the Gulf Stream before
it is deflected from the American mainland. At the top of a narrow, warm coastal strip, it provides an ideal
home for a vast array of animal and plant life, including prodigious numbers of reptiles (such as the world’s
northernmost population of alligators) and overwintering waterfowl. It is also home to the oldest known
living trees east of the Rocky Mountains. The climate and geography made the area a natural choice for very
early human habitation--as far back as the last ice age, when the region was a rich oasis just south of a
veritable tundra.

In examining the impact of humans upon this environment, and vice-versa, Sawyer reveals how our alarming
shortsightedness has produced a fragile and endangered present. Although human manipulation started here
as early as ten thousand years ago (coinciding with extinction of mammoths and other megafauna), the
environment has been altered most radically over only the last one hundred years, particularly in regard to
land drainage, deforestation, overfishing, and pollution.

The author provides an authoritative overview of the human impact on these wetlands and suggests ways in
which we might still salvage them. In so doing, he explores the effects of hurricanes, droughts, forest fires,
and ice ages of the past--and anticipates, in this age of global warming, natural events that may be still to
come.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

This America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina
book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific America's Wetland: An Environmental and
Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina without we realize teach the one who studying it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry America's Wetland: An Environmental and
Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina can bring when you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina
having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Noah Giles:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North
Carolina.

Joyce Murphy:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia
and North Carolina. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.

Jesse Harrison:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By book America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North



Carolina we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must like to
read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life at this time book America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and
North Carolina. You can more attractive than now.
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