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As the French public debates its present diversity and its colonial past, few remember that between 1946 and
1960 the inhabitants of French colonies possessed the rights of French citizens. Moreover, they did not have
to conform to the French civil code that regulated marriage and inheritance. One could, in principle, be a
citizen and different too. Citizenship between Empire and Nation examines momentous changes in notions of
citizenship, sovereignty, nation, state, and empire in a time of acute uncertainty about the future of a world
that had earlier been divided into colonial empires.

Frederick Cooper explains how African political leaders at the end of World War II strove to abolish the
entrenched distinction between colonial "subject" and "citizen." They then used their new status to claim
social, economic, and political equality with other French citizens, in the face of resistance from defenders of
a colonial order. Africans balanced their quest for equality with a desire to express an African political
personality. They hoped to combine a degree of autonomy with participation in a larger, Franco-African
ensemble. French leaders, trying to hold on to a large French polity, debated how much autonomy and how
much equality they could concede. Both sides looked to versions of federalism as alternatives to empire and
the nation-state. The French government had to confront the high costs of an empire of citizens, while
Africans could not agree with French leaders or among themselves on how to balance their contradictory
imperatives. Cooper shows how both France and its former colonies backed into more "national" conceptions
of the state than either had sought.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

The book Citizenship between Empire and Nation: Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960 can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a
book Citizenship between Empire and Nation: Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Citizenship between Empire and Nation:
Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960 has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Vincent Cartagena:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Citizenship between Empire and Nation:
Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960 is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Christine Hughes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Citizenship between Empire and Nation: Remaking France and French Africa,
1945-1960 it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book has high quality.

Daryl Glover:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Citizenship between Empire and
Nation: Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you



enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Citizenship between Empire and
Nation: Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960 can to be your brand-new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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