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Bright kids with Ivy League dreams.  Ambitious, energetic, active parents with lots of money.  A cushy
budget fed by property taxes on million-dollar homes.  Creative, well-paid teachers.  A recipe for a
successful public school?  Not always.

Washington Post education reporter Jay Matthews spent three years taking the pulse of American elite public
high schools top find out what they're doing right, what they're doing wrong, and who gets left in the dust.

He emerged with a penetrating view of the competing--and often damaging--forces that  nurture the Ivy
League goals of the academic and economic elite while often squashing the less glamorous ambitions and
potential of the rest.  Matthews's investigation of American high schools taught him that our schools have
often adopted some of our worst national habits.

Following the groundbreaking work of Jonathan Kozol, Matthews examines what happens when the
ambitions of wealthy parents who consider their kids Ivy League-bound from birth clash with the academic
needs of a more diverse population.  He reveals how conflicts among students, parents, faculty,
administrators, and taxpayers can prevent even the most well-funded and well-staffed public schools from
fulfilling their academic promise.

In Class Struggle, Matthews provides an unprecedented ranking of the nation's public high schools--a
ranking based on real academic opportunities, not reputation.  And he shows what all schools should be
doing to maximize learning for the widest possible range of students, not just those with the richest and most
aggressive parents.

Matthews's book takes as its primary case study the classrooms and hallways of Mamaronek High School in
Westchester County, New York, where battles rage over money, curriculum, faculty tenure, and ability
grouping.  We follow the progress of a diverse group of students through three years of school, and we sit in
on confrontational meetings among teachers, school officials, community taxpayers, and organized, agenda-
driven parents, all of whom have different ideas of what the school should be doing with all that money.

Class Struggle is a thorough, insightful portrait of an underexamined slice of American public high school
life in the nineties.
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From reader reviews:

Melba More:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Class Struggle:: What's Wrong (and
Right) with America's Best Public High Schools, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Diana Pearson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Class Struggle:: What's Wrong (and
Right) with America's Best Public High Schools which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

William Martin:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Class Struggle:: What's Wrong (and Right) with America's Best Public High Schools. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Stanley Cooper:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Class Struggle:: What's Wrong (and Right) with America's Best Public High Schools when
you desired it?
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