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The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of 1990 provides a legal
framework within which Native Americans can seek the repatriation of human remains and certain
categories of cultural objects--including "sacred objects"--from federally funded institutions. Although the
repatriation movement among Native Americans has heretofore received scholarly attention specifically
focused on this act, Sacred Claims is the first book to analyze the ways in which religious discourse is used
to articulate repatriation claims. Greg Johnson takes this act as one instance in a larger context wherein
native peoples around the globe must engage legal arenas in order to preserve their heritage.

Methodologically, Sacred Claims is based on a close reading of government documents concerning the law
and participant observation in a variety of NAGPRA-related events and provides the background and
legislative history of the law, the life history of the act's axial term cultural affiliation (the most delicate and
least understood aspect of NAGPRA), and several case studies of highly visible and contentious Hawaiian
repatriation disputes. Johnson then moves beyond the strictly legal context to analyze NAGPRA discourse in
the public realm. He concludes by way of a theoretical treatment of the foregoing issues, arguing that
religious language was the chief means by which native representatives ultimately persuaded non-native
audiences of the applicability of widely-held human rights principles to their cultural remains. Theorizing
modes of cultural vitality in the repatriation context, Johnson argues that living tradition is not found in the
objects themselves but is instead located in struggles over them.

With the law on the brink of receiving crucial tests, and repatriation issues making daily headlines in Native
American and Hawaiian news, Sacred Claims is a timely and necessary examination of these issues.
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From reader reviews:

George Gomez:

The book Sacred Claims: Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in Religion and Culture) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Sacred Claims: Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in Religion and Culture)? Some of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Sacred Claims: Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in
Religion and Culture) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cornell Smith:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important usually. The book Sacred Claims: Repatriation and Living Tradition
(Studies in Religion and Culture) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Sacred Claims: Repatriation and
Living Tradition (Studies in Religion and Culture) is not only giving you more new information but also
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship using the book Sacred Claims: Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in Religion
and Culture). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Merry Springs:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Sacred Claims: Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in Religion and
Culture) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving Sacred Claims: Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in Religion and
Culture) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Sacred Claims:
Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in Religion and Culture) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Arthur Haynes:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the



data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Sacred Claims:
Repatriation and Living Tradition (Studies in Religion and Culture).
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