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From Detroit Red to El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, the man best known as Malcolm X restlessly redefined
himself throughout a controversial life. His transformations have appeared repeatedly in books, photographs,
paintings, and films, while his murder set in motion a series of tugs-of-war among journalists, biographers,
artists, and his ideological champions over the interpretation of his cultural meaning.

This book marks the first systematic examination of the images generated by this iconic cultural
figure—images readily found on everything from T-shirts and hip-hop album covers to coffee mugs. Graeme
Abernethy captures both the multiplicity and global import of a person who has been framed as both villain
and hero, cast by mainstream media during his lifetime as "the most feared man in American history," and
elevated at his death as a heroic emblem of African American identity. As Abernethy shows, the resulting
iconography of Malcolm X has shifted as profoundly as the American racial landscape itself.

Abernethy explores Malcolm's visual prominence in the eras of civil rights, Black Power, and hip-hop. He
analyzes this enigmatic figure's representation across a variety of media from 1960s magazines to urban
murals, tracking the evolution of Malcolm's iconography from his autobiography and its radical milieu
through the appearance of Spike Lee's 1992 biopic and beyond. Its remarkable gallery of illustrations
includes reproductions of iconic photographs by Richard Avedon, Eve Arnold, Gordon Parks, Henri Cartier-
Bresson, and John Launois.

Abernethy reveals that Malcolm X himself was keenly aware of the power of imagery to redefine identity
and worked tirelessly to shape how he was represented to the public. His theoretical grasp of what he termed
"the science of imagery" enabled him both to analyze the role of representation in ideological control as well
as to exploit his own image in the interests of black empowerment.

This provocative work marks a startling shift from the biographical focus that has dominated Malcolm X
studies, providing an up-to-date—and comprehensively illustrated—account of Malcolm's cultural afterlife,
and addressing his iconography in relation to images of other major African American figures, including
Martin Luther King, Jr., Angela Davis, Kanye West, and Barack Obama. Analyzing the competing
interpretations behind so many images, Abernethy reveals what our lasting obsession with Malcolm X says
about American culture over the last five decades.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Williams:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book The Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) has been making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book The Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) is not only giving you much
more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Iconography of Malcolm X
(CultureAmerica). You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jaclyn Utecht:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Iconography of Malcolm X
(CultureAmerica) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Christine Wormley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) will give you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Jerry Brower:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Iconography of Malcolm X
(CultureAmerica) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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