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Why do people behave in moral ways in some circumstances, but not in others? In order to account fully for
morality, Dennis Krebs departs from traditional approaches to morality that suggest that children acquire
morals through socialization, cultural indoctrination, and moral reasoning. He suggests that such approaches
can be subsumed, refined, and revised gainfully within an evolutionary framework. Relying on evolutionary
theory, Krebs offers an account of how notions of morality originated in the human species. He updates
Darwin's early ideas about how dispositions to obey authority, to control antisocial urges, and to behave in
altruistic and cooperative ways originated and evolved, then goes on to update Darwin's account of how
humans acquired a moral sense.

Krebs explains why the theory of evolution does not dictate that all animals are selfish and immoral by
nature. On the contrary, he argues that moral behaviors and moral judgments evolved to serve certain
functions. Krebs examines theory and research on the evolution of primitive forms of prosocial conduct
displayed by humans and other animals, then discusses the evolution of uniquely human prosocial behaviors.
He describes how a sense of morality originated during the course of human evolution through strategic
social interactions among members of small groups, and how it was expanded and refined in modern
societies, explaining how this sense gives rise to culturally universal and culturally relative moral norms.
Krebs argues that although humans' unique cognitive abilities endow them with the capacity to engage in
sophisticated forms of moral reasoning, people rarely live up their potential in their everyday lives. Four
conceptions of what it means to be a moral person are identified, with the conclusion that people are
naturally inclined to meet the standards of each conception under certain conditions. The key to making the
world a more moral place lies in creating environments in which good guys finish first and cheaters fail to
prosper.
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From reader reviews:

Agatha Roughton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Origins of Morality: An
Evolutionary Account is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Hazel Gannon:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list is The Origins of Morality: An Evolutionary Account. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Kathleen Blackwood:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Origins of Morality: An Evolutionary Account can make you feel more interested to
read.

Gary Wells:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the The Origins of Morality: An Evolutionary Account when you essential it?
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