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The result of nearly two decades of intensive research by Norman Mack and his late wife, Beatrice Davidow

Mack, Missouri’s Silver Age: Silversmiths of the 1800s is a comprehensive directory of nineteenth-century

Missouri silversmiths, their works, and their identifying makers’ marks. Illustrated with over one hundred

photographs, this exceptional reference for historians and silver collectors showcases the Macks’ three-

hundred-piece collection of Missouri silver, which includes a representative sample by nearly every known

Missouri silversmith and is housed at the Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis.

 

Featuring more than a hundred detailed biographies of the artisans and apprentices who created handmade

silver in St. Louis and Missouri during the nineteenth century, Missouri’s Silver Age also contains extensive

photographs of makers’ touchmarks and of the pieces themselves, which include bowls, dishes, spoons, and

ladles, as well as other household utensils and decorative items. Arranged alphabetically, the biographies

reveal all known details of the business activities and locations of the silversmiths. Collectively, the entries

and the illustrations shed light on the growth of enterprise in Missouri, show the impact of the individual on

the developing frontier economies of the Midwest, and reveal how the production, acquisition, and

possession of material goods reflected the culture and values of Americans during the 1800s.

 

Mack provides a brief but thorough history of silversmithing in America for novice collectors and historians,

detailing the various methods used in making silver and the range of styles that were popular, providing

insight into the methods of training apprentices, and explaining the effects of mechanization on the trade.

Augmenting this volume are an appendix by Jo Ann Griffin on how to care for old silver, a map of the

silversmiths’ primary locations, and a helpful alphabetical appendix of the silversmiths that includes

illustrations of their touchmarks.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Zamora:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Missouri's Silver Age: Silversmiths of the 1800s. Try to make book
Missouri's Silver Age: Silversmiths of the 1800s as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jerry Orosco:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Missouri's Silver Age:
Silversmiths of the 1800s book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

John Street:

The reserve untitled Missouri's Silver Age: Silversmiths of the 1800s is the reserve that recommended to you
to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the
e-book of Missouri's Silver Age: Silversmiths of the 1800s from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Tiffany Reyes:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Missouri's Silver Age: Silversmiths of the 1800s can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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