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“Brick-bats, stones and clubs were flying thickly around, and from the windows in all directions, and the
men ran wildly about brandishing firearms. Wounded men lay on the sidewalks and were trampled upon.
Now the Rabbits would make a combined rush and force their antagonists up Bayard street to the Bowery.
Then the fugitives, being reinforced, would turn on their pursuers and compel a retreat to Mulberry,
Elizabeth and Baxter streets.” – New York Times, July 1856

Of all the great cities in the world, few personify their country like New York City. As America’s largest city
and best known immigration gateway into the country, the Big Apple represents the beauty, diversity and
sheer strength of the United States, a global financial center that has enticed people chasing the “American
Dream” for centuries.

However, for all the promise and opportunities America seemingly held out, and for all of the nostalgia and
pride the country’s history invokes among Americans today, the simple truth is many never climbed the
ladder. Hundreds of years spent trying to eradicate poverty has resulted only in gradual improvements, firm
evidence that poverty will never be erased and poor people will be left to their own means of survival. That
is how slums are born and maintained, and that is the story behind Five Points and the gangs that ruled it.
The neighborhood’s colloquial nickname came from its famous five-pointed intersection, created by Orange
Street (now Baxter Street), Cross Street (now Mosco Street), and Anthony Street (now Worth Street).

In many ways, Manhattan’s notorious Five Points neighborhood represents the best and worst of the
American Dream. The downtrodden area, full of recently arrived immigrants hoping to get ahead, was home
to some of the most famous gangs and fights in New York City’s history, from the Dead Rabbits to the
Bowery Boys. At the same time, however, the neighborhood and its gangs have been romanticized as an
inextricable part of New York’s history, perhaps most notably in the critically acclaimed movie Gangs of
New York.

Given its history of rapid change, it’s somewhat amusing that the city’s inhabitants today often complain
about the city’s changing and yearn for things to stay the same, and over time, the Five Points changed much
the way the rest of Manhattan did. By the end of the 19th century, the value of the real estate and the increase
in the population compelled the city to transform the neighborhood by razing tenements and building newer
and nicer structures. In the case of the Five Points, it could not have gotten a more radical or ironic
makeover, as the impoverished area gave way to scenic parks and a host of administrative governmental
buildings.

The Five Points: The History of New York City’s Most Notorious Neighborhood chronicles the famous and
controversial story. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the



Five Points like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Five Points: The
History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Amanda Chatham:

This The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details
in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious
Neighborhood in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Jesus Brewster:

Beside this specific The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious
Neighborhood because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but
you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Donna Graham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Five Points:
The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood.
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