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The companion volume to the twelve-hour PBS series from the acclaimed filmmaker behind The Civil War,
Baseball, and The War

America’s national parks spring from an idea as radical as the Declaration of Independence: that the nation’s
most magnificent and sacred places should be preserved, not for royalty or the rich, but for everyone. In this
evocative and lavishly illustrated narrative, Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan delve into the history of the park
idea, from the first sighting by white men in 1851 of the valley that would become Yosemite and the creation
of the world’s first national park at Yellowstone in 1872, through the most recent additions to a system that
now encompasses nearly four hundred sites and 84 million acres.

The authors recount the adventures, mythmaking, and intense political battles behind the evolution of the
park system, and the enduring ideals that fostered its growth. They capture the importance and splendors of
the individual parks: from Haleakala in Hawaii to Acadia in Maine, from Denali in Alaska to the Everglades
in Florida, from Glacier in Montana to Big Bend in Texas. And they introduce us to a diverse cast of
compelling characters—both unsung heroes and famous figures such as John Muir, Theodore Roosevelt, and
Ansel Adams—who have been transformed by these special places and committed themselves to saving
them from destruction so that the rest of us could be transformed as well.

The National Parks is a glorious celebration of an essential expression of American democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The National Parks: America's
Best Idea to read.

Samuel Rascon:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The National Parks: America's
Best Idea is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Lisa Martin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is The National Parks: America's Best Idea this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Robert Hensley:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This book The National Parks: America's Best Idea was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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