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It is a commonly held belief that medieval Catholics were focussed on the 'bells and whistles' of religious
practices, the smoke, images, sights and sounds that dazzled pre-modern churchgoers. Protestantism, in
contrast, has been cast as Catholicism's austere, intellective and less sensual rival sibling. With iis white-
washed walls, lack of incense (and often music) Protestantism worship emphasised preaching and scripture,
making the new religion a drab and disengaged sensual experience. In order to challenge such entrenched
assumptions, this book examines Tudor views on the senses to create a new lens through which to explore
the English Reformation. Divided into two sections, the book begins with an examination of pre-
Reformation beliefs and practices, establishing intellectual views on the senses in fifteenth-century England,
and situating them within their contemporary philosophical and cultural tensions. Having established the
parameters for the role of sense before the Reformation, the second half of the book mirrors these concerns
in the post-1520 world, looking at how, and to what degree, the relationship between religious practices and
sensation changed as a result of the Reformation. By taking this long-term, binary approach, the study is able
to tackle fundamental questions regarding the role of the senses in late-medieval and early modern English
Christianity. By looking at what English men and women thought about sight, hearing, smell, taste and
touch, the stereotype that Protestantism was not sensual, and that Catholicism was overly sensualised is
wholly undermined. Through this examination of how worship was transformed in its textual and liturgical
forms, the book illustrates how English religion sought to reflect changing ideas surrounding the senses and
their place in religious life. Worship had to be 'sensible', and following how reformers and their opponents
built liturgy around experience of the sacred through the physical allows us to tease out the tensions and
pressures which shaped religious reform.
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From reader reviews:

Julian Loredo:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Senses and the English Reformation (St Andrews Studies in Reformation
History).

Lisa Langlais:

This book untitled The Senses and the English Reformation (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Cecilia Moore:

The publication with title The Senses and the English Reformation (St Andrews Studies in Reformation
History) posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Raymond Augustus:

The book untitled The Senses and the English Reformation (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice learn.
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