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In April 1981, two white Texas prison officials died at the hands of a black inmate at the Ellis prison farm
near Huntsville. Warden Wallace Pack and farm manager Billy Moore were the highest-ranking Texas prison
officials ever to die in the line of duty. The warden was drowned face down in a ditch. The farm manager
was shot once in the head with the warden's gun. The man who admitted to killing them, a burglar and robber
named Eroy Brown, surrendered meekly, claiming self-defense.

In any other era of Texas prison history, Brown's fate would have seemed certain: execution. But in 1980,
federal judge William Wayne Justice had issued a sweeping civil rights ruling in which he found that prison
officials had systematically and often brutally violated the rights of Texas inmates. In the light of that
landmark prison civil rights case, Ruiz v. Estelle, Brown had a chance of being believed.

The Trials of Eroy Brown, the first book devoted to Brown's astonishing defense, is based on trial
documents, exhibits, and journalistic accounts of Brown's three trials, which ended in his acquittal. Michael
Berryhill presents Brown's story in his own words, set against the backdrop of the chilling plantation
mentality of Texas prisons. Brown's attorneys—Craig Washington, Bill Habern, and Tim Sloan—undertook
heroic strategies to defend him, even when the state refused to pay their fees. The Trials of Eroy Brown tells
a landmark story of prison civil rights and the collapse of Jim Crow justice in Texas.
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From reader reviews:

James Babb:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the
Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) why because the great
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Tami Anders:

This The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Trials of Eroy
Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas
History, Life, and C) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Donald Sigman:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder
Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) is
simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Keith Mayo:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case
That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation



about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and study it.
Beside that the e-book The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System
(Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) can to be your new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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