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This study represents a significant reinterpretation of literary networks during what is often called the
transition from manuscript to print during the early modern period. It is based on a survey of 28,000 letters
and over 850 mainly English correspondents, ranging from consumers to authors, significant patrons to state
regulators, printers to publishers, from 1615 to 1725. Correspondents include a significant sampling from
among antiquarians, natural scientists, poets and dramatists, philosophers and mathematicians, political and
religious controversialists. The author addresses how early modern letter writing practices (sometimes
known as letteracy) and theories of friendship were important underpinnings of the actions and the roles that
seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century authors and readers used to communicate their needs and views to
their social networks. These early modern social conditions combined with an emerging view of the
manuscript as a seedbed of knowledge production and humanistic creation that had significant financial and
cultural value in England’s mercantilist economy. Because literary networks bartered such gains in cultural
capital for state patronage as well as for social and financial gains, this placed a burden on an author’s
associates to aid him or her in seeing that work into print, a circumstance that reinforced the collaborative
formulae outlined in letter writing handbooks and friendship discourse. Thus, the author’s network was more
and more viewed as a tightly knit group of near equals that worked collaboratively to grow social and
symbolic capital for its associates, including other authors, readers, patrons and regulators. Such internal
methods for bartering social and cultural capital within literary networks gave networked authors a strong
hand in the emerging market economy for printed works, as major publishers such as Bernard Lintott and
Jacob Tonson relied on well-connected authors to find new writers as well as to aid them in seeing such
major projects as Pope’s The Iliad into print.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Literary Sociability in Early
Modern England: The Epistolary Record will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
ideal book with you?

Paul Williams:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Literary Sociability in Early Modern
England: The Epistolary Record to read.

Juana Houck:

Often the book Literary Sociability in Early Modern England: The Epistolary Record has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Mary Adams:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Literary Sociability in Early Modern England: The Epistolary Record provide you with new experience
in reading through a book.
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