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July Fourth, "The Star-Spangled Banner," Memorial Day, and the pledge of allegiance are typically thought
of as timeless and consensual representations of a national, American culture. In fact, as Cecilia O'Leary
shows, most trappings of the nation's icons were modern inventions that were deeply and bitterly contested.
While the Civil War determined the survival of the Union, what it meant to be a loyal American remained an
open question as the struggle to make a nation moved off of the battlefields and into cultural and political
terrain.

Drawing upon a wide variety of original sources, O'Leary's interdisciplinary study explores the conflict over
what events and icons would be inscribed into national memory, what traditions would be invented to
establish continuity with a "suitable past," who would be exemplified as national heroes, and whether ethnic,
regional, and other identities could coexist with loyalty to the nation. This book traces the origins,
development, and consolidation of patriotic cultures in the United States from the latter half of the nineteenth
century up to World War I, a period in which the country emerged as a modern nation-state. Until patriotism
became a government-dominated affair in the twentieth century, culture wars raged throughout civil society
over who had the authority to speak for the nation: Black Americans, women's organizations, workers,
immigrants, and activists all spoke out and deeply influenced America's public life. Not until World War I,
when the government joined forces with right-wing organizations and vigilante groups, did a racially
exclusive, culturally conformist, militaristic patriotism finally triumph, albeit temporarily, over more
progressive, egalitarian visions.

As O'Leary suggests, the paradox of American patriotism remains with us. Are nationalism and democratic
forms of citizenship compatible? What binds a nation so divided by regions, languages, ethnicity, racism,
gender, and class? The most thought-provoking question of this complex book is, Who gets to claim the
American flag and determine the meanings of the republic for which it stands?
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Deguzman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read
a book. These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about
the person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this To Die For: The Paradox of
American Patriotism.

Sonia Cancel:

The book To Die For: The Paradox of American Patriotism give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book To Die For: The
Paradox of American Patriotism to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a book To Die For: The Paradox of American Patriotism. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Betty Freeman:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this To Die For: The Paradox of American
Patriotism to read.

Clyde Okane:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take To Die For: The Paradox of American Patriotism as
the daily resource information.
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