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Broadening our understanding of what constitutes "realism," Nicolas Witschi artfully demonstrates the
linkage of American literary realism to the texts, myths, and resources of the American West.

From Gold Rush romances to cowboy Westerns, from hard-boiled detective thrillers to nature writing, the
American West has long been known mainly through hackneyed representations in popular genres. But a
close look at the literary history of the West reveals a number of writers who claim that their works represent
the "real" West. As Nicolas Witschi shows, writers as varied as Bret Harte, John Muir, Frank Norris, Mary
Austin, and Raymond Chandler have used claims of textual realism to engage, replicate, or challenge
commonly held assumptions about the West, while historically acknowledged realists like William Dean
Howells and Mark Twain have often relied on genre-derived impressions about the region.

The familiar association of the West with nature and the "great outdoors" implies that life in the West affords
an unambiguous relationship with an unalloyed, non-human, real nature. But through a combination of
textual scholarship, genre criticism, and materialist cultural studies, Witschi complicates this notion of wide
open spaces and unfettered opportunity. The West has been the primary source of raw materials for
American industrial and economic expansion, especially between the California Gold Rush and World War
II, and Witschi argues that the writers he examines exist within the intersections of cultural and material
modes of production. Realistic depictions of Western nature, he concludes, must rely on the representation of
the extraction of material resources like minerals, water, and oil.

With its forays into ecocriticism and cultural studies, Traces of Gold will appeal to students and scholars of
American literature, American studies, and western history.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Traces of Gold: California's
Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
other opinion?

Eric Ballentine:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Traces of Gold: California's Natural Resources and the
Claim to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Kim Romero:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is Traces of Gold: California's Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western
American Literature (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Bryant Booher:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Traces of Gold:



California's Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit Realism
& Naturalism) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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