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Published in 1764, On Crimes and Punishments by Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794) courted both success and
controversy in Europe and North America. Enlightenment luminaries and enlightened monarchs alike lauded
the text and looked to it for ideas that might help guide the various reform projects of the day. The equality
of every citizen before the law, the right to a fair trial, the abolition of the death penalty, the elimination of
the use of torture in criminal interrogations—these are but a few of the vital arguments articulated by
Beccaria.

This volume offers a new English translation of On Crimes and Punishment alongside writings by a number
of Beccaria's contemporaries. Of particular interest is Voltaire's commentary on the text, which is included in
its entirety. The supplementary materials testify not only to the power and significance of Beccaria's ideas,
but to the controversial reception of his book. At the same time that philosophes proclaimed that it contained
principles of enduring importance to any society grappling with matters of political and criminal justice,
allies of the ancien rÃ©gime roundly denounced it, fearing that the book's attack on feudal privileges and its
call to separate law from religion (and thus crime from sin) would undermine their longstanding privileges
and powers.

Long appreciated as a foundational text in criminology, Beccaria's arguments have become central in debates
over capital punishment. This new edition presents Beccaria's On Crimes and Punishments as an important
and influential work of Enlightenment political theory.
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From reader reviews:

James Horowitz:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the On Crimes and Punishments
(Hackett Classics) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jessie Henricks:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this On Crimes and Punishments (Hackett Classics), it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a book.

Norman Fuentes:

The book with title On Crimes and Punishments (Hackett Classics) has lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Michael Nunn:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular On Crimes and Punishments (Hackett
Classics) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have On Crimes and
Punishments (Hackett Classics).
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