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A Tale of Two Monasteries takes an unprecedented look at one of the great rivalries of the Middle Ages and
offers it as a revealing lens through which to view the intertwined histories of medieval England and France.
This is the first book to systematically compare Westminster Abbey and the abbey of Saint-Denis--two of the
most important ecclesiastical institutions of the thirteenth century--and to do so through the lives and
competing careers of the two men who ruled them, Richard de Ware of Westminster and Mathieu de
Vendôme of Saint-Denis.

Esteemed historian William Jordan weaves a breathtaking narrative of the social, cultural, and political
history of the period. It was an age of rebellion and crusades, of artistic and architectural innovation, of
unprecedented political reform, and of frustrating international diplomacy--and Richard and Mathieu, in one
way or another, played important roles in all these developments. Jordan traces their rise from obscure
backgrounds to the highest ranks of political authority, Abbot Richard becoming royal treasurer of England,
and Abbot Mathieu twice serving as a regent of France during the crusades. By enabling us to understand the
complex relationships the abbots and their rival institutions shared with each other and with the kings and
social networks that supported and exploited them, A Tale of Two Monasteries paints a vivid portrait of
medieval society and politics, and of the ambitious men who influenced them so profoundly.
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From reader reviews:

Elisa Hall:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and
Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century had been making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve A Tale of Two Monasteries:
Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century is not only giving you far more new information but
also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship with the book A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the
Thirteenth Century. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Stephanie Gilley:

The book A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century will bring you
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Tale of Two
Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Debra Espiritu:

This A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century is great reserve for
you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can
say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth
Century in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Brenda Anderson:

The book untitled A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice go through.
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