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Commonwealth Catholicism is the first comprehensive history of the Catholic Church in the State of
Virginia. Distinguished historian Gerald P. Fogarty tells the story of Virginia's Catholics in the state's
history, from the colonial period to the present. Using archival resources, Fogarty brings to life the events
and characters that comprise the Church's colorful and often turbulent history. Catholics in Virginia, as in
other parts of the South, were a tiny minority from the beginning and remained so for much of their history.
They gathered into small, isolated communities, often without a resident priest. The Catholic population in
Virginia was so small, in fact, that there was only one diocese until 1974. Catholics were often suspected of
unpatriotic sympathies by their Protestant neighbors and tried to remain unnoticed, blending in, as far as
possible, with the prevailing Protestant culture. Full religious tolerance for Virginia Catholics did not come
until the Revolution. Reconstructing the available documentary evidence, Fogarty tells the story of these
early communities in full detail. Fogarty also brings to life many of the prominent actors in the unfolding
drama. Father Matthew O'Keefe, the pastor of the Norfolk region from 1852 until 1886 - a period of intense
Know-Nothing activity - is one example. O'Keefe was asked by two men calling at the rectory door to
minister to a dying man. Reaching the Elizabeth River on the edge of Portsmouth, Virginia, the two said that
the dying man lay further on. O'Keefe "took a pair of revolvers from his coat, placed the men under citizen's
arrest, and marched them into Portsmouth where he turned them over to the sheriff. They subsequently
confessed that they had been hired to assassinate him." Commonwealth Catholicism, a considerable
accomplishment from one of the most prominent historians of American Catholicism, will remain for many
years the definitive study on the subject of Virginia's Catholic heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Tipton:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Commonwealth Catholicism: A History
of Catholic Church in Virginia will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Nicole Dilbeck:

This Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of Catholic Church in Virginia book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This specific Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of Catholic Church in
Virginia without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of Catholic Church in Virginia
can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of Catholic
Church in Virginia having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Richard Moultrie:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of
Catholic Church in Virginia can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mark Adair:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of Catholic
Church in Virginia can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn,



by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of Catholic Church in Virginia.
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