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Between May 1948 and December 1951, Israel received approximately 684,000 immigrants from across the
globe. The arrival of so many ethnic, linguistic, and cultural groups to such a small place in such a short time
was unprecedented and the new country was ill-prepared to absorb its new citizens. The first years of the
state were marked by war, agricultural failure, a housing crisis, health epidemics, a terrible culture clash, and
a struggle between the religious authorities and the secular government over who was going to control the
state. In From India to Israel, Joseph Hodes examines Israel's first decades through the perspective of an
Indian Jewish community, the Bene Israel, who would go on to play an important role in the creation of the
state. He describes how a community of relatively high status and free from persecution under the British Raj
left the recently independent India for fear of losing status, only to encounter bias and prejudice in their new
country. In 1960, a decision made by the religious authorities to ban the Bene Israel from marrying other
Jews on the grounds that they were not "pure Jews" set in motion a civil rights struggle between the Indian
community and the religious authority with far-reaching implications. After a drawn-out struggle, and under
pressure from both the government and the people, the Bene Israel were declared acceptable for marriage. A
detailed look at how one immigrant community fought to maintain their place within a religion and a society,
From India to Israel raises important questions about the state of Israel and its earliest struggles to absorb the
diversity in its midst.
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From reader reviews:

Erwin Fast:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this From India to Israel: Identity,
Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion,
Series Two) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

William Devine:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled From
India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the
History of Religion, Series Two) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get before. The From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-
Queen's Studies in the History of Religion, Series Two) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

John Lockett:

From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies
in the History of Religion, Series Two) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing From India to Israel: Identity,
Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion,
Series Two) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Derrick Tompkins:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book



From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies
in the History of Religion, Series Two). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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