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Ivan IV, 'the Terrible' (1533-1584) is one of the key figures in Russian history, yet he has remained among
the most neglected. Notorious for pioneering a policy of unrestrained terror - and for killing his own son - he
has been credited with establishing autocracy in Russia. This is the first attempt to write a biography of Ivan
from birth to death, to study his policies, his marriages, his atrocities, his disordered personality, and to link
them as a coherent whole. Isable de Madariaga situates Ivan within the background of Russian political
developments in the sixteenth century. And, with revealing comparisons with English, Spanish and other
European courts, she sets him within the international context of his time. The biography includes a new
account of the role of astrology and magic at Ivan's court, and provides fresh insights into his foreign policy.
Facing up to problems of authenticity (much of Ivan's archive was destroyed by fire in 1626) and
controversies which have paralysed western scholarship, de Madariaga seeks to present Russia as viewed
from the Kremlin rather than from abroad and comprehend the full tragedy of Ivan's reign.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Catherine
the Great: A Short History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Maritza Berry:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Catherine the Great: A Short History has been making you
to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The reserve Catherine the Great: A Short History is not only giving you far more new information but
also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Catherine the Great: A Short History. You never
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Charles Massie:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Catherine the
Great: A Short History.

Jesus Rhode:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Catherine the Great: A Short History.
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