
Enemies and Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in
Fifteenth-Century Valencia (Conjunctions of

Religion and Power in the Medieval Past)
Debra Blumenthal

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801445027
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801445027
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801445027


Enemies and Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in Fifteenth-
Century Valencia (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the
Medieval Past)

Debra Blumenthal

Enemies and Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in Fifteenth-Century Valencia (Conjunctions of Religion
and Power in the Medieval Past) Debra Blumenthal

A prominent Mediterranean port located near Islamic territories, the city of Valencia in the late fifteenth
century boasted a slave population of pronounced religious and ethnic diversity: captive Moors and penally
enslaved Mudejars, Greeks, Tartars, Russians, Circassians, and a growing population of black Africans. By
the end of the fifteenth century, black Africans comprised as much as 40 percent of the slave population of
Valencia.

Whereas previous historians of medieval slavery have focused their efforts on defining the legal status of
slaves, documenting the vagaries of the Mediterranean slave trade, or examining slavery within the context
of Muslim-Christian relations, Debra Blumenthal explores the social and human dimensions of slavery in
this religiously and ethnically pluralistic society. Enemies and Familiars traces the varied experiences of
Muslim, Eastern, and black African slaves from capture to freedom. After describing how men, women, and
children were enslaved and brought to the Valencian marketplace, this book examines the substance of
slaves' daily lives: how they were sold and who bought them; the positions ascribed to them within the
household hierarchy; the sorts of labor they performed; and the ways in which some reclaimed their freedom.
Scrutinizing a wide array of archival sources (including wills, contracts, as well as hundreds of civil and
criminal court cases), Blumenthal investigates what it meant to be a slave and what it meant to be a master at
a critical moment of transition.

Arguing that the dynamics of the master-slave relationship both reflected and determined contemporary
opinions regarding religious, ethnic, and gender differences, Blumenthal's close study of the day-to-day
interactions between masters and their slaves not only reveals that slavery played a central role in identity
formation in late medieval Iberia but also offers clues to the development of "racialized" slavery in the early
modern Atlantic world.
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From reader reviews:

Jean McFerren:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Enemies and Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in
Fifteenth-Century Valencia (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past).

Tania Arney:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Enemies and
Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in Fifteenth-Century Valencia (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the
Medieval Past) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Curtis Waters:

This book untitled Enemies and Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in Fifteenth-Century Valencia (Conjunctions
of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Carmen Pinto:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Enemies and Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in Fifteenth-Century Valencia (Conjunctions of Religion and
Power in the Medieval Past), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.
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