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It is a familiar story line in nineteenth-century English novels: a hero must choose between money and love,
between the wealthy, materialistic, status-conscious woman who could enhance his social position and the
poorer, altruistic, independent-minded woman whom he loves. Elsie B. Michie explains what this common
marriage plot reveals about changing reactions to money in British culture.

It was in the novel that writers found space to articulate the anxieties surrounding money that developed
along with the rise of capitalism in nineteenth-century England. Michie focuses in particular on the character
of the wealthy heiress and how she, unlike her male counterpart, represents the tensions in British society
between the desire for wealth and advancement and the fear that economic development would blur the
traditional boundaries of social classes.

Michie explores how novelists of the period captured with particular vividness England’s ambivalent
emotional responses to its own financial successes and engaged questions identical to those raised by
political economists and moral philosophers. Each chapter reads a novelist alongside a contemporary thinker,
tracing the development of capitalism in Britain: Jane Austen and Adam Smith and the rise of commercial
society, Frances Trollope and Thomas Robert Malthus and industrialism, Anthony Trollope and Walter
Bagehot and the political influence of money, Margaret Oliphant and John Stuart Mill and professionalism
and managerial capitalism, and Henry James and Georg Simmel and the shift of economic dominance from
England to America.

Even the great romantic novels of the nineteenth century cannot disentangle themselves from the vulgar
question of money. Michie’s fresh reading of the marriage plot, and the choice between two women at its
heart, shows it to be as much about politics and economics as it is about personal choice.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the Novel of
Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

William Stone:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and
the Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Sylvia Medina:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses,
Materialism, and the Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Theresa Kuykendall:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the Novel of Manners
from Jane Austen to Henry James. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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