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In a world of extreme makeovers, this book is a thoughtful, adventure-filled, witty look at what the space we
live in says about us, the pleasures of home renovation projects great and small, and how home renovation
can change our lives.

Few things define us as powerfully as the place where we live. The size and location of a house may reveal
basic facts about our financial or social status, but it is the personal touches -- a paint color or a homemade
desk -- that reflect our aspirations, our tastes, our secret desires.

In Sheetrock & Shellac, David Owen recounts his renovation and home construction projects in small-town
Connecticut -- from catching the home improvement bug while watching workmen replacing a leaky roof to
his first tentative foray into DIY (successfully building an enclosure for a bathroom radiator that had "turned
into a sort of low-tech factory for converting splattered urine into odor and dust"). As his skill grows, so does
his confidence: replacing a broken light switch turns into wiring an entire room, making bookcases is
followed by building an office. Some of the more overly imaginative projects -- for instance, an ambition to
install sinks and hot and cold faucets in all the rooms of the house -- never come to fruition but are
amusingly recounted for other intrepid home designers.

Owen's two-hundred-year-old farmhouse provides numerous occasions for home improvement projects, and
layers (literally) of fascination. Owen quickly learns the hard way when to tackle a project himself and when
to turn for help. But soon he's so comfortable with the undertaking that he decides to take the big leap from
renovation to building a completely new home from the ground up. In this case, Owen decides to build a
weekend cabin a mere six miles away from his home. From a discourse on kitchen countertop materials to
the complete history of concrete, to a near-disastrous mishap with a tree, a newly constructed roof, and an
overzealous chainsaw, Owen's journey through home designing and building proves both enthrallingly
educating and hilariously detailed.

New Yorker writer Owen's engaging narrative, filled with a wealth of practical information, hands-on tips,
and canny insights, explores the ways in which the human processes of construction and renovation leave all
the parties transformed. More than a simple how-to, Sheetrock & Shellac is a why-to, a wellspring of savvy
advice and encouragement for anyone who has ever contemplated changing their surroundings and changing
their life.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

This Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement book is
just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide
to the Art and Science of Home Improvement without we know teach the one who examining it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's
Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement having
excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ashley Paul:

This book untitled Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home
Improvement to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or
you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this guide from your list.

Jeanne Pratt:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
guide. The book Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home
Improvement it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book features high quality.

Shirley Drago:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking
Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement publication written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your



own personal hunger then you still hesitation Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and
Science of Home Improvement as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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