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Ever since Kant, attempts to close down metaphysical inquiry in philosophy have proliferated. Yet the
interest in metaphysics persists and is showing signs of resurgence among students concerned with raising
the most basic questions about life and being as a whole.

This book is an attempt to reopen the fundamental question of being and to pursue that question in a way that
is critical and systematic. Oliva Blanchette begins by establishing the necessity of raising the question of
being as being after the natural sciences and phenomenology have run their course and pursuing it according
to a method that is properly metaphysical as well as critical. He then proceeds to examine how we think of
being according to a logic that is at once universal and concrete leading to a transcendental conception of
being as analogous. After elaborating on the properties of being as one, active, true, and good, the author
inquires into the structure of being and its constitutive principles as becoming and as finite. This brings him
to a consideration of how being is communicated among a plurality and a diversity of beings according to a
universal order of nature and history. Blanchette concludes by showing the necessity of raising the question
of a totally transcendent Being at the end of metaphysics and of answering the question in the affirmative,
even though the essence of what we are affirming escapes the grasp of our understanding.

The discourse is thus shown to have a beginning, a middle, and an end of interest to anyone concerned with
the defense of metaphysics not only as having a standing in philosophy but also as arriving at such a standing
only through a critical reflection on being as given in experience. It requires a special interest in raising the
universal question of being, but it is accessible to anyone who has arrived at the point of exercising critical
judgment about what there is in reality in the course of any investigation that is scientific or
phenomenological.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Oliva Blanchette is Professor of Philosophy at Boston College. He is the author of numerous works,
including The Perfection of the Universe According to Aquinas.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

WINNER OF THE 2007 FINDLAY BOOK PRIZE OF THE METAPHYSICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

"Blanchette has produced a book of colossal breadth and depth of erudition. . . . It is a work that solidly
establishes the metaphysical enterprise at the beginning of the third millennium. All contemporary
philosophers will surely find profit in its careful study."?Michael J. Dodds, The Thomist



"A beautifully written, complex work of great distinction, it may rank as one of the most important books of
its kind in living memory. Even those unsympathetic to metaphysics will find this prodigy of limpid clarity
irresistible. Despite the vast scale of the book, there is not an obfuscating sentence."?Cyprian Love, OSB, 
Irish Theological Quarterly

"Professor Blanchette's focus on the questioning subject and on judgment is an extremely valuable
methodological decision." ? David M. Hammond, The Maritain Notebook
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Philosophy of Being: A
Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Harold Graham:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Philosophy of Being: A
Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Eli Gaddy:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in
Metaphysics or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Margarita Culbertson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which
filled update of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just searching for the Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics when you
desired it?
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