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In 1788, following the death of charismatic founder Mother Ann Lee, the celibate religious group known as
the Shakers set out to institutionalize equality of the sexes in their theology, government, and daily practice.
In this book, Glendyne Wergland evaluates how well they succeeded in that mission by examining the
experiences of women within Shaker communities over more than a century.

Drawing on an extensive archive of primary documents, Wergland discusses topics ranging from girlhood,
health, and dress to why women joined the Shakers and how they were viewed by those outside their
community. She analyzes the division of labor between men and women, showing that there was
considerable cooperation and reciprocity in carrying out most tasks-from food production to laundering to
gathering firewood-even as gendered conflicts remained.

In her conclusion, Wergland draws together all of these threads to show that Shaker communities achieved a
remarkable degree of gender equality at a time when women elsewhere still suffered under the legal and
social strictures of the traditional patriarchal order. In so doing, she argues, the experience of Shaker women
served as a model for promoting women's rights in American political culture.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Sisters in the Faith: Shaker Women and Equality of the Sexes. Try to the
actual book Sisters in the Faith: Shaker Women and Equality of the Sexes as your good friend. It means that
it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Sisters in the
Faith: Shaker Women and Equality of the Sexes.

Jerry Hull:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sisters in the Faith: Shaker Women and Equality
of the Sexes, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Lise Callicoat:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Sisters in the Faith: Shaker Women and Equality of
the Sexes to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
go through it. Beside that the guide Sisters in the Faith: Shaker Women and Equality of the Sexes can to be
your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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