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General Halbert Eleazer Paine, commanding officer of the 4th Wisconsin Regiment of Volunteers, took part
in most of the significant military actions in the lower Mississippi Valley during the Civil War. Nearly forty
years after the conflict's end, Paine -- a former schoolteacher and attorney who would become a three-term
congressman -- penned recollections of his wartime exploits, including his involvement in the Vicksburg
campaign, the operations that resulted in the capture of New Orleans, the Battle of Baton Rouge, the Bayou
Teche offensive, and the siege of Port Hudson. Now available for the first time, A Wisconsin Yankee in
Confederate Bayou Country provides Paine's reflections and offer his excellent eyewitness account of the
complexities of war.

Paine describes in detail the antiguerrilla operations he coordinated in southern Louisiana and Mississippi
and his role in the defense of Washington, D.C., where he commanded a portion of the line during
Confederate General Jubal Early's 1864 movement against the city. His experiences shed light on the daily
struggle of the common solider and on the political and legal debates that dominated the times. In one
striking episode, he describes his arrest for refusing to return to their masters fugitive slaves who entered his
lines. He discusses the occupation of New Orleans and the relations between Federal soldiers and local
slaves and provides definitive commentary on dramatic incidents such as the burning of Baton Rouge and the
destruction of the ironclad ram C.S.S. Arkansas.

A departure from most accounts by Union army veterans, Paine's story includes less celebration of the grand
cause and greater analysis of the motives for his actions -- and their inherent contradictions. He sympathized
with the many "contrabands" he encountered, for example, yet he callously dismissed a reliable servant for
suggesting that the rebels fought well. Despite expressing kind feelings toward certain southern families,
Paine all but condoned his troops' "excessive looting" of local homes and businesses, which he viewed as
acceptable retribution for those who resisted Federal authority. After the war, Paine also served as
commissioner of patents, championing innovations such as the introduction of typewriters into the Federal
bureaucracy.

With a useful introduction and annotations by noted historian Samuel C. Hyde, Jr., A Wisconsin Yankee in
Confederate Bayou Country reveals many of the subtle advantages enjoyed by the troops in blue, as well as
the attitudes that led to behavior that left a violent legacy for generations.
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From reader reviews:

Lori McDonald:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate
Bayou Country: The Civil War Reminiscences of a Union General. Try to the actual book A Wisconsin
Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The Civil War Reminiscences of a Union General as your friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Sergio Hawkinson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you obtain it
as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The Civil War Reminiscences of
a Union General as the daily resource information.

Mary Jones:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list is definitely A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The
Civil War Reminiscences of a Union General. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Carolyn Cook:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication A Wisconsin Yankee in Confederate Bayou Country: The Civil War
Reminiscences of a Union General was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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