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A handful of great landmark books in the scientific renaissance forever changed how we look at our place in
the universe. The first of these was Nicolaus Copernicus’ De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium, Libri VI
(Six books on the revolutions of the heavenly spheres). Published in 1543, the year of the Polish
astronomer’s death, De Revolutionibus gave a revolutionary new blueprint for the planetary system. The
earth, instead of resting solidly in the center of the cosmos, was set awhirl, spinning on its axis every twenty-
four hours and revolving around a distant, fixed sun. The new cosmology was not a clarion call from the
stars, inevitable and proven by fresh Renaissance observations of the planets; instead it was something truly
subtle and wonderful, a "theory pleasing to the mind." Chapter 10, with its famous sun-centered diagram of
the planetary system, was intended to convince not by physical or astronomical "proof," but by aesthetics, by
the beauty of the explanation. Clearly the persuasion would be in the eye of the beholder.

Each of Copernicus’ arguments concerns the planets, those heavenly bodies that moved against the fixed
patterns of the distant stars. He demonstrated that the principal complications in the planetary motions could
be elegantly explained by attributing movement to the earth itself. From a geometric point of view,
Copernicus’ arguments were highly compelling, but to the great majority of his contemporaries, any claims
for physical reality seemed ridiculous. If the earth were spinning daily on its axis, a stone thrown upward
would surely land in another county. As the great Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe would say later in the
sixteenth century, "The Copernican arrangement nowhere offends the principles of mathematics, but it casts
the earth, a lazy, sluggish body unfit for motion, into a movement as fast as the aetherial torches [i.e., the
stars themselves]."

Commentary by Owen Gingerich, searchable English translation and Latin live text.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Sheffield:

This De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This particular De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) without we know
teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) can bring if you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This
De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) having fine arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Tina Olsen:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject De Revolutionibus
Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English
Edition)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Aaron Jack:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and
English Edition) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kevin Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is



very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims De Revolutionibus
Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition).
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