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Around 60,000 years ago, a man--identical to us in all important respects--lived in Africa. Every person alive
today is descended from him. How did this real-life Adam wind up father of us all? What happened to the
descendants of other men who lived at the same time? And why, if modern humans share a single prehistoric
ancestor, do we come in so many sizes, shapes, and races?

Showing how the secrets about our ancestors are hidden in our genetic code, Spencer Wells reveals how
developments in the cutting-edge science of population genetics have made it possible to create a family tree
for the whole of humanity. We now know not only where our ancestors lived but who they fought, loved,
and influenced.

Informed by this new science, The Journey of Man is replete with astonishing information. Wells tells us that
we can trace our origins back to a single Adam and Eve, but that Eve came first by some 80,000 years. We
hear how the male Y-chromosome has been used to trace the spread of humanity from Africa into Eurasia,
why differing racial types emerged when mountain ranges split population groups, and that the San Bushmen
of the Kalahari have some of the oldest genetic markers in the world. We learn, finally with absolute
certainty, that Neanderthals are not our ancestors and that the entire genetic diversity of Native Americans
can be accounted for by just ten individuals.

It is an enthralling, epic tour through the history and development of early humankind--as well as an
accessible look at the analysis of human genetics that is giving us definitive answers to questions we have
asked for centuries, questions now more compelling than ever.
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From reader reviews:

David Cain:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Journey of Man: A Genetic Odyssey. Try to stumble through book
The Journey of Man: A Genetic Odyssey as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Eleanor Bender:

This The Journey of Man: A Genetic Odyssey usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Journey of Man: A Genetic Odyssey can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone
with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Journey
of Man: A Genetic Odyssey giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Mike Hart:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Journey of Man: A Genetic
Odyssey can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Carl Vang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Journey
of Man: A Genetic Odyssey.
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