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In this unusually wide-ranging study, spanning more than a century and covering such diverse forms of
expressive culture as Shakespeare, Central Park, symphonies, jazz, art museums, the Marx Brothers, opera,
and vaudeville, a leading cultural historian demonstrates how variable and dynamic cultural boundaries have
been and how fragile and recent the cultural categories we have learned to accept as natural and eternal are.

For most of the nineteenth century, a wide variety of expressive forms--Shakespearean drama, opera,
orchestral music, painting and sculpture, as well as the writings of such authors as Dickens and Longfellow--
enjoyed both high cultural status and mass popularity. In the nineteenth century Americans (in addition to
whatever specific ethnic, class, and regional cultures they were part of) shared a public culture less
hierarchically organized, less fragmented into relatively rigid adjectival groupings than their descendants
were to experience. By the twentieth century this cultural eclecticism and openness became increasingly rare.
Cultural space was more sharply defined and less flexible than it had been. The theater, once a microcosm of
America--housing both the entire spectrum of the population and the complete range of entertainment from
tragedy to farce, juggling to ballet, opera to minstrelsy--now fragmented into discrete spaces catering to
distinct audiences and separate genres of expressive culture. The same transition occurred in concert halls,
opera houses, and museums. A growing chasm between "serious" and "popular," between "high" and "low"
culture came to dominate America's expressive arts.

"If there is a tragedy in this development," Levine comments, "it is not only that millions of Americans were
now separated from exposure to such creators as Shakespeare, Beethoven, and Verdi, whom they had
enjoyed in various formats for much of the nineteenth century, but also that the rigid cultural categories, once
they were in place, made it so difficult for so long for so many to understand the value and importance of the
popular art forms that were all around them. Too many of those who considered themselves educated and
cultured lost for a significant period--and many have still not regained--their ability to discriminate
independently, to sort things out for themselves and understand that simply because a form of expressive
culture was widely accessible and highly popular it was not therefore necessarily devoid of any redeeming
value or artistic merit."

In this innovative historical exploration, Levine not only traces the emergence of such familiar categories as
highbrow and lowbrow at the turn of the century, but helps us to understand more clearly both the process of
cultural change and the nature of culture in American society.
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From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on guardería until university need that Highbrow/Lowbrow (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the
History of American Civilization) to read.

Edith Ward:

This Highbrow/Lowbrow (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American Civilization) tend
to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this
Highbrow/Lowbrow (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American Civilization) can be
among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Highbrow/Lowbrow (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of American Civilization) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Cora Snyder:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be Highbrow/Lowbrow (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of
American Civilization) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Kristen Blasingame:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Highbrow/Lowbrow (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History of
American Civilization) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time
problems.
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