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In 1882 Oscar Wilde toured America as the "Apostle of Aestheticism", his wit and brilliance and deliberate
outrageousness creating controversy among audiences across the continent. The America visited by Wilde
was a nation still badly shaken by the trauma of the Civil War and Reconstruction. In this atmosphere
Wilde's message of regeneration through art and beauty seemed to many Americans to open new horizons of
social possibility. In this book, a cultural history of the aesthetic movement in the United States, Mary W.
Blanchard provides an account of a neglected dimension of American history. Blanchard shows that the
aestheticism was a wide-ranging popular movement, implemented by an array of tastemakers, resisted by the
moral guardians of Victorianism. She constructs the lives of the female visionaries who used the decorative
arts to assault the conventions of middle-class milieu and to advance in the social and business worlds of the
Gilded Age. She also shows how the movement allowed new forms of identity for men - in particular
feminized or homosexual roles that were profoundly at odds with Victorian notions of manliness. Drawing
on evidence from material culture, popular media, and history and literature, Blanchard reveals aestheticism
as an oppositional movement in the American Gilded Age.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

The book Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded Age can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded Age? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded Age has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Smith:

The knowledge that you get from Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded Age could be the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded
Age giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture
in the Gilded Age instantly.

Drew Poland:

Beside that Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded Age in your phone, it could give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded Age because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well
as read it from at this point!

May Chapa:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Oscar Wilde's America: Counterculture in the Gilded
Age was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Oscar Wilde's America:
Counterculture in the Gilded Age has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in



your case and try to like reading in which.
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