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Written in 1159 and addressed to Thomas Becket, John of Salisbury's The Metalogicon presents—and
defends—a thorough study of the liberal arts of grammar, logic, and rhetoric. The very name "Metalogicon,"
a coinage by the author, brings together the Greek meta (on behalf of) and logicon (logic or logical studies).
Thus, in naming his text, he also explained it. With this lucid treatise on education, John of Salisbury urges a
thorough grounding in the arts of words (oral and written) and reasoning, as these topics are addressed in
grammar and logic.

The Metalogicon (Contents in brief)

Prologue — Occasion, Purpose, and General Nature of the Work

Book I — The Trivium and Grammar

Book II — Logic Proper: General Observations

Book III — Logic: Contents (Porphyry and Aristotle)

Book IV — Logic: Contents and Truth

The study of grammar in John of Salisbury's time included familiarization with the ancient Latin classics,
and involved not only a reading of them but also an analysis and imitation of their style. It thus anticipated
the humanism of the Renaissance. The study of logic, as it was then pursued, comprised learning and putting
into practice the principles of Aristotle's Organon.

In The Metalogicon, a leading medieval scholar summarizes the essential lineaments of existing twelfth-
century education, describes his experiences while a student at Chartres and Paris, and affords personal
glimpses of such contemporary intellectual leaders as Peter Abelard, Gilbert de la Porrée, and Thierry of
Chartres.

Written more than 950 years ago, The Metalogicon still possesses an invigorating originality that invites
readers to refresh themselves at the sources of Western learning.

"Grammar is accordingly first among the liberal arts. Necessary for the young, gratifying to the old, and an
agreeable solace in solitude, it alone, of all branches of learning, has more utility than show." — Quintilian,
quoted by John of Salisbury in The Metalogicon

John of Salisbury (ca. 1115–1176) studied with almost all the great masters of the early twelfth century,
served as an aid to Thomas à Becket, was friend to Pope Hadrian IV, an annoyance if not an enemy to
England's King Henry II, and died as Bishop of Chartres.

Daniel D. McGarry was a professor of history at Saint Louis University. He died in 1999. His translation of
The Metalogicon was the first to appear in any modern language.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Froelich:

This The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-Century Defense of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-Century Defense of
the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-Century Defense of
the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Metalogicon: A
Twelfth-Century Defense of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jimmy Hicks:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and soon. The The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-Century Defense of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium
provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Clara Palmer:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-Century Defense
of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Robinson:

Beside this specific The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-Century Defense of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the
Trivium in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-
Century Defense of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to



treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from
today!
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