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This classic introductory text focuses on the polyphonic vocal style perfected by Palestrina. Unlike many
other texts, it maintains a careful balance between theoretical and practical problems, between historical and
systematic methodology. The result is an exceptionally useful resource, ideal for classroom use in teaching
modal counterpoint.
In Part One, Knud Jeppesen (1892–1974), the world-renowned musicologist and leading authority on
Palestrina, offers a superb outline history of contrapuntal theory. He begins by exploring the beginnings of
contrapuntal theory from the ninth to the fourteenth centuries. This is followed by separate discussions of
each succeeding century, the styles of Palestrina and Bach, the "Palestrina Movement" after Fux, and more.
The section ends with illuminating coverage of notation, the ecclesiastical modes, melody, and harmony.
The second part of the book contains an extended treatment of "species" counterpoint in two, three, and four
parts, as well as counterpoint in more than four parts, and specific discussions of the canon, the motet, and
the Mass. Throughout, the text is generously supplied with musical examples?exercises, solutions, and
illustrations, including many by the great composers. For this edition, the distinguished scholar Alfred Mann
has contributed a new foreword to Jeppesen's classic study. Now available in paperback for the first time, it
will be welcomed by musicians, composers, theorists, musicologists?any student of counterpoint and the
Western musical tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

This Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the Sixteenth Century (Dover Books on Music) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the
Sixteenth Century (Dover Books on Music) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal
Style of the Sixteenth Century (Dover Books on Music) can bring if you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the Sixteenth Century (Dover Books on Music) having
excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Hazel Mishler:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the Sixteenth Century
(Dover Books on Music) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Marian Storie:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal Style
of the Sixteenth Century (Dover Books on Music) or even others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the
Sixteenth Century (Dover Books on Music) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Robert Collado:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media



social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Counterpoint: The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the Sixteenth Century (Dover Books on Music) when
you required it?
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