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In 1732 Ambrose Madison, grandfather of the future president, languished for weeks in a sickbed then died.
The death, soon after his arrival on the plantation, bore hallmarks of what planters assumed to be traditional
African medicine. African slaves were suspected of poisoning their master.

For Montpelier, his estate, and for Virginia, this was a watershed moment. Murder at Montpelier: Igbo
Africans in Virginia examines the consequences of Madison's death and the ways in which this event shaped
both white slaveholding society and the surrounding slave culture.

At Montpelier, now owned by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and open to the public, Igbo
slaves under the directions of white overseers had been felling trees, clearing land, and planting tobacco and
other crops for five years before Madison arrived. This deadly initial encounter between American colonial
master and African slave community irrevocably changed both whites and blacks.

This book explores the many broader meanings of this suspected murder and its aftermath. It weaves
together a series of transformations that followed, such as the negotiation of master-slave relations, the
transformation of Igbo culture in the New World, and the social memory of a particular slave community.
For the first time, the book presents the larger history of the slave community at James Madison's
Montpelier-over the five generations from the 1720s through the 1850s and beyond. Murder at Montpelier:
Igbo Africans in Virginia revises many assumptions about how Africans survived enslavement, the middle
passage, and grueling labor as chattel in North America. The importance of Igbo among the colonial slave
population makes this work a controversial reappraisal of how Africans made themselves "African
Americans" in Virginia.

Douglas B. Chambers is a professor in the history department at the University of Southern Mississippi.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reardon:

Here thing why this particular Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Murder at Montpelier: Igbo
Africans in Virginia in e-book can be your substitute.

Nathan Lawhorn:

The book Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia will bring that you the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

John Olive:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Karen Tullis:

This Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia is great reserve for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but
this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you



still doubt that will?
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