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bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “To hold a pen is to be at war.” – Voltaire
“Virtue is a state of war, and to live in it means one always has some battle to wage against oneself.” -
Rousseau The grand narrative of the Enlightenment, usually recounted and understood in terms of progress
and modernity, generally appears as a simplified evolution from the trappings of superstition, feudalism, and
everything “irrational” to a world more similar to today’s world. Alongside the Renaissance, the
Enlightenment is credited for the transition to an adherence to reason, secularism, and promotion of values
such as individual and collective freedom and liberty. At the heart of the movement in France was François-
Marie Arouet, better known by the pen name Voltaire, whose voluminous writings advocated for greater
liberalism, including the freedom of religion and the separation of church and state. In addition to the classic
Candide, Voltaire was a biting polemic whose satirical attacks on the Catholic Church were among the
fiercest of his day. He also understood the risks he was taking with these writings, at one point explaining,
“It is dangerous to be right in matters where established men are wrong.” The Enlightenment is looked upon
fondly, and it serves to reinforce the notion that the present is superior to the past, but things did not change
as rapidly or as completely as many believe. In fact, some recent historians have challenged the belief that
the Enlightenment was responsible for the French Revolution, which is a vital issue when it comes to
Voltaire. After all, Voltaire, as his contemporaries and as most of his modern readers know him, is widely
regarded as the pinnacle of Enlightenment thought, the symbol of the era of reason, and the harbinger of
modern values. In that regard, his work is often considered to be the backbone of the French Revolution,
which began about a decade after his death. Voltaire was unquestionably monumental, but he was also an
exceptional product of his age, and his writings can introduce readers to the broader picture of the
Enlightenment as a sum of contrasting and varied forces, tendencies and events. One of the towering figures
of the age was Jean Jacques Rousseau, whose works were essential to the ideological developments of the
18th century. The prestige of French literature in the 18th century resides especially in its revolutionary
character; while the writers of the previous century used to support the social order through their works and
showed sympathy and even attempted to explain the political order of the time, in the 18th century, art,
literature, philosophy and science all contribute actively and fiercely to the fight against the absolutist
monarch and his regime. While this was a current manifesting all throughout Europe, there were differences
in practice, especially between close countries (as was the case of England and France). There are many
books and articles published constantly on the life and works of Rousseau. What generated such an
abundance of writings is the turbulent life he led and the courage and audacity he manifested while fighting
the prejudices of the time and establishing his ideas firmly within the academic community. His life can best
be described as a constant conflict, whether it was conflict with his wife, his employers, his colleagues and
even his friends. Rousseau and Voltaire examines the lives and works of the Enlightenment's most famous
thinkers. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Rousseau like
never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Rousseau and Voltaire: The Lives of the
Two Most Famous Intellectuals of the Enlightenment book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Tommy Cowen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Rousseau and Voltaire: The Lives of the Two
Most Famous Intellectuals of the Enlightenment can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Mary McClellan:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Rousseau and Voltaire: The Lives of the Two Most
Famous Intellectuals of the Enlightenment, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Alan Robert:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Rousseau and Voltaire: The Lives of the Two Most Famous Intellectuals of
the Enlightenment can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.
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