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Why do humans, uniquely among animals, cooperate in large numbers to advance projects for the common
good? Contrary to the conventional wisdom in biology and economics, this generous and civic-minded
behavior is widespread and cannot be explained simply by far-sighted self-interest or a desire to help close
genealogical kin.

In A Cooperative Species, Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis--pioneers in the new experimental and
evolutionary science of human behavior--show that the central issue is not why selfish people act generously,
but instead how genetic and cultural evolution has produced a species in which substantial numbers make
sacrifices to uphold ethical norms and to help even total strangers.

The authors describe how, for thousands of generations, cooperation with fellow group members has been
essential to survival. Groups that created institutions to protect the civic-minded from exploitation by the
selfish flourished and prevailed in conflicts with less cooperative groups. Key to this process was the
evolution of social emotions such as shame and guilt, and our capacity to internalize social norms so that
acting ethically became a personal goal rather than simply a prudent way to avoid punishment.

Using experimental, archaeological, genetic, and ethnographic data to calibrate models of the coevolution of
genes and culture as well as prehistoric warfare and other forms of group competition, A Cooperative Species
provides a compelling and novel account of how humans came to be moral and cooperative.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Rosenbaum:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its
Evolution book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Corey Barksdale:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title A Cooperative Species:
Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this
era. The particular book untitled A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolutionis the main
one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Blanche Ball:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution will give you a new
experience in reading a book.

Michael Grammer:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book A
Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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