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Before Brown details the ferment in civil rights that took place across the South before the momentous
Brown vs. Board of Education decision in 1954. This collection refutes the notion that the movement began
with the Supreme Court decision, and suggests, rather, that the movement originated in the 1930s and earlier,
spurred by the Great Depression and, later, World War II—events that would radically shape the course of
politics in the South and the nation into the next century.

This work explores the growth of the movement through its various manifestations—the activities of
politicians, civil rights leaders, religious figures, labor unionists, and grass-roots activists—throughout the
1940s and 1950s. It discusses the critical leadership roles played by women and offers a new perspective on
the relationship between the NAACP and the Communist Party.

Before Brown shows clearly that, as the drive toward racial equality advanced and national political attitudes
shifted, the validity of white supremacy came increasingly into question. Institutionalized racism in the
South had always offered white citizens material advantages by preserving their economic superiority and
making them feel part of a privileged class. When these rewards were threatened by the civil rights
movement, a white backlash occurred.

"A valuable and timely volume . . . particularly welcome for the emphasis it places on the churches, on white
women, and on returning black and white veterans, groups whose postwar role has been too long ignored."

—Tony Badger, author of The New Deal: The Depression Years, 1933-1940 and editor of, with Brian Ward,
The Making of Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement

Glenn Feldman is Associate Professor of Business in the Center for Labor Education and Research at The
University of Alabama at Birmingham and author of Politics, Society, and the Klan in Alabama, 1915-1949.
Patricia Sullivan is Associate Professor of History at the University of South Carolina and author of Days of
Hope: Race and Democracy in the New Deal Era.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Before
Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the
Modern South giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Travis Ralls:

The book untitled Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice learn.

Isabel Martin:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern
South can make you truly feel more interested to read.

James Hanson:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the
Modern South to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and



go through it. Beside that the book Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South can
to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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