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The matter of meaning, for painter and viewer alike, is crucial to this book, a deeply felt and richly
considered attempt to come to terms with one of the most challenging artists of our day. An illuminating look
at an enigmatic painter, Figuring Jasper Johns also provides a way of approaching American art of the 1950s
and 1960s. Fred Orton's reading of John's oeuvre focuses on three key works - Untitled (1972), Flag (1954-
55), and Painted Bronze (1960). Adroitly combining formal theoretical analyses and historical reflection,
Orton explores each painting until the distinction between "picture" and "context" dissolves and his subject
appears in a wholly new frame. Here we see how Johns's work makes use of the modernist opposition
between surface and subject, how it manifests both relatively private and relatively public meanings, and
how it develops a self-consciously figurative visual language. With reference to ideas in contemporary
critical theory, Orton considers Johns's work as allegory and assesses the value and effect of doing so. A
practical demonstration of how theory can work to generate new interpretations and unsettle old ones (some
of them the product of Johns's own mythologizing), this book offers the clearest and most penetrating picture
yet of Jasper Johns and in the process contributes considerably to the continuing rethinking of art history.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Brantley:

This book untitled Figuring Jasper Johns to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Emilio Lutz:

This Figuring Jasper Johns is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who
else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts
accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Figuring Jasper Johns in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Jo Lee:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Figuring Jasper Johns can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Figuring Jasper Johns.

Billie Gould:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Figuring Jasper Johns. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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