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In 1993, an astonishing discovery was made at a tomb in Guodian in Hubei province (east central China).
Written on strips of bamboo that have miraculously survived intact since 300 B.C., the "Guodian Laozi," is
by far the earliest version of the Tao Te Ching ever unearthed. Students of ancient Chinese civilization
proclaimed the text a decisive breakthrough in the understanding of this famous text: it provides the most
conclusive evidence to date that the text was the work of multiple authors and editors over hundreds of years,
rather than the achievement of a single individual writing during the time of Confucius.

Robert Henricks now presents the first English translation of the "bamboo slip Laozi." Differing substantially
from other versions we have of the text, the Guodian Laozi provides us with clues on how and when the text
came into being. As Henricks's translation shows, many chapters are missing in this form of the text, and
some chapters remain incomplete. All of this seems to suggest that the Tao Te Ching was not yet "complete"
when these slips were copied.

In his translation, Henricks focuses attention on lines in each of the chapters that vary from readings in other
editions. In addition, he shows how the sequence of chapters in this form of the text is totally unrelated to the
sequence readers commonly see in the "standard" form of the text, i.e., in other translations.

Here are just a few of the noteworthy features of this new Tao Te Ching:

• A lucid introduction to the Guodian Laozi, offering background on the archaeological interpretation of the
discovery

• Line-by-line comparisons of the Guodian Laozi against the Mawangdui and Wang Bi editions

• Extensive notes on each chapter describing the unique elements of the Guodian Laozi in comparison with
other versions

• Transcriptions for each chapter, noting both the ancient and modern form of the characters in the chapter

• An appendix featuring the official biography of Laozi written by Sima Qian, the Grand Historian of China,
as well as Henricks's commentary and notes on this biography

This groundbreaking work will lead to a reassessment of the history and significance of this well-known and
critical work as well as a reevaluation of the role it played in the development of Taoism in early China.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching. Try to the actual book Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching as
your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Judith Rayl:

Here thing why that Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no book that similar with Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home
by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Lao Tzu's Tao
Te Ching in e-book can be your alternative.

Paul Otoole:

The publication untitled Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Stephanie Bush:

The book untitled Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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