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From one of the world's premier architecture critics, a groundbreaking dissection of how the colossal egos of
the powerful and wealthy determine what actually gets built--of the real reasons why we build.

Architecture critics most often write about buildings as a form of art, promulgating an "auteur theory" of
architecture that focuses on the dazzling brilliance of the big names, such as Rem Koolhaas and Frank
Gehry, and underplaying the role of the wealthy and powerful in forcing the architects' hands. Deyan Sudjic
puts forth a boldly contrarian view. Architecture must be understood as an expression of power and as a
weapon, or form of propaganda, that is used in ways both subtle and grandiose as a means of achieving and
maintaining power--of carving a legacy out of glass, steel, and stone.

While most architecture books focus on a certain building or a specific architect, The Edifice Complex takes
a wide-angle look at a fascinating range of buildings and large-scale building schemes--both the impressively
effective and the disastrously ill conceived. In a lively and wonderfully accessible narrative style, Sudjic
takes readers behind the scenes of the stories of the great political manipulators of architecture in the
twentieth century, from the great dictators of fascism--Hitler, Mussolini, and Stalin--and their
megalomaniacal plans for rebuilding Berlin, Rome, and Moscow, to power-broker businessmen such as
Nelson Rockefeller; and from the "theme park" propaganda of the presidential libraries to the vainglorious
symbolism of Saddam Hussein's Mother of All Battles Mosque. While some leaders have used architecture
as a means of consolidating control over a nation, others have employed architecture to shape a new national
identity, as Ataturk did to a large degree of success in Turkey and the shahs attempted and failed to do in
Iran.

But what of the architects? Sudjic also examines the role they play in lending their talents to these efforts,
from those who have all too willingly aided and abetted, such as Albert Speer, to those who have courted the
powerful while remaining true to their art, such as Mies van der Rohe.

The Edifice Complex offers a brilliant reinterpretation of the role of buildings in our lives and of the age-old
question why we build.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Edifice Complex: How the Rich and Powerful Shape the
World. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book The Edifice Complex: How the Rich and Powerful Shape the World. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It
is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Henry Knight:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a book. The book The Edifice Complex: How the Rich and Powerful Shape the World it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.

Ariane Swanson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be study. The Edifice Complex: How the Rich and Powerful Shape the World can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

William Hayes:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through
the book The Edifice Complex: How the Rich and Powerful Shape the World we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Edifice Complex: How
the Rich and Powerful Shape the World. You can more desirable than now.
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